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FACULTY AND STAFF HIGHLIGHTS
Claudia Sowa Wojciakowski
Professor Emerita
Colleagues: What brought you to Grand Valley State 
University and why did you stay?
Wojciakowski: Before coming to Grand Valley, I was an 
associate professor and program director for the Counsel-
ing Education Program at the University of Virginia. I 
came to Grand Valley in 2000 because of the opportunity 
to develop the master’s program for school counselors. 
I stayed because I was fortunate enough to be able to 
interact with people who let me create and develop pro-
grams; they were very encouraging and supportive. I was 
given the opportunity to go from creating the master’s in 
school counseling to creating the College of Education’s 
Community Outreach Office, which is now the Center 
for Educational Partnerships. I wanted to stay because 
Grand Valley allowed me to take best practices and current 
research and use it to create offices and programs.
Colleagues: What have been some of the most important 
accomplishments you have achieved during your time at 
Grand Valley?
Wojciakowski: It really makes me happy to see how well 
students are doing in the master’s in school counseling 
program. I am also proud of the Center for Educational 
Partnerships and the outstanding team of people who 
work in that office. For a small office, they accomplish a 
tremendous amount. One of the things I am most pleased 
about is the teamwork associated with that office. They are 
the link between the College of Education and the com-
munity. The team works to create partnerships that range 
Awards and Certificates
•	 Southeastern Association of Educational 
Opportunity Program Personnel (SAEOpp) 
Distinguished Consultant Award
•	 Michigan Chapter of MAEOPP for 
Distinctive Leadership, Vision, Commitment, 
and Loyalty and President Award 
•	 National Council of Educational Opportunity 
Associations-Advocate Award
•	 Grand Rapids Community College 
Award for establishing the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day Memorial Walk
•	 The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, 
West Michigan Chapter Award Grand 
Rapids Public School Board Women’s History 
Month honoring the Legacy of African 
American Women Elected Officials Award  
•	 Grand Valley State University Outstanding 
Black Student Union (BSU) Advisor 
Award-three years in a row 
•	 BSU-Most Successful Fundraising-
Certificate of Achievement 
•	 Student Foundation-Most Innovative Program
•	 Administrative/Professional Service 
to Community Award 
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from grants that connect the college to schools, to organiz-
ing Convocation to producing the Colleagues publication. 
Colleagues: What people, programs and partnerships have 
enriched students and the university?
Wojciakowski: My colleagues who helped create the 
School Counseling Program, Sue Clay and Shawn Bults-
ma, are outstanding. That program has the No. 1 passing 
rate for the state and it offers an opportunity for a career 
for students in education outside of the classroom, but still 
very much involved in the academic success of students.
I truly think that the faculty in the College of Education, 
as a whole, care about the education that students receive 
and the role that education plays in helping them be strong 
professionals who are interested in the professional field 
beyond the classroom.
Colleagues: What are your hopes and dreams for the 
future of the College of Education?
Wojciakowski: I would love to see the College of Educa-
tion be more recognized publically for the value that it 
has in creating a future for everybody. Our students and 
faculty are doing such great work. 
I’d also love to see the College of Education take a strong 
stand with legislation and be champions for good educa-
tion in Michigan for all preschool and school-age children. 
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